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in the vocal lines, and driven, pointed orchestrations — as
because of the narrative details. Even the reduced orchestration of Mr. Hobbs’s
arrangement for a 16-piece ensemble conveyed that energy fully. The production was
directed by Kara-Lynn Vaeni, with simple but imaginative sets by Nick Francone that used
framed photographs to create a psychological backdrop rather than a sense of place. That
quality was supplied by Liam O’Brien’s colorful costumes, which suggested both the
Moravian setting and a measure of class stratification.

Though the singers were mostly in the early stages of their careers, the first performance
(the opera was repeated on Friday with a different cast) included an experienced guest,
the soprano Susan Marie Pierson, as Kostelnicka. Ms. Pierson retired from the stage after
an automobile accident in 2010 but sang here after another singer had dropped out of the
production. Vocally she is in fine shape, and she did a superb job of conveying
Kostelnicka’s tightly wound personality and the desperation that drove her over the edge.

The other principals were generally well matched. Ashley Becker, the soprano who sang
Jenufa, brought a lovely, fully supported sound and thoughtful, nuanced phrasing to the
role. But, apparently following an understandable but unworkable directorial approach,
she wandered through the set looking doe-eyed and lost. Similarly, Christian-Philippe
Quilici as Steva, had the goods vocally — his tenor has an admirable clarity — but, except
in the carousing scene in the first act, he seemed uncomfortable in his own skin.

George Ross Somerville, as Laca, stepped out of the lost-and-uncomfortable mode early
on, offering a more animated portrayal. And the singers in the less consequential roles
moved easily through the work, providing a cheerful counterpoint to the tragedy
unfolding in the spotlight.

A version of this review appeared in print on September 3, 2012, on page C4 of the New York edition with the headline: Dark
Tale Told in an Atmospheric Tongue.
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